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September, 1974 


Our first meeting of the fall season will be held on Sunday, September 
22, at 2 P.M. in the Fireplace Room of the Unitarian Church of the Lehigh 
Valley, 701 Lechauweki Avenue, Bethlehem (Fountain Hill section), Pa. 

The church is located two blocks south of 1500 Broadway. 


The Executive Board met on September 2 to discuss fall plans, which 
consist of two items. The first is another theatre trip to N.Y.C., 
tentatively scheduled for early November. It will be emphasized on this 
trip that persons may purchase just a round-trip bus ticket and make own 
arrangements for entertainment. We also intend to leave later in the day 
and stay later in the city. One possible show that might prove attractive 
to a majority is the off-Broadway musical-cabaret "Let My People Come", 

a "sexual musical" by Earl Wilson, Jr. In the vein of "Oh! Calcutta", 

it features varied sexual preferences and much nudity. The early evening 
performance would run from 7:30-9:45 P.M. Other interesting possibili- 
ties to open sometime this season (unspecified dates) are imports of 
London successes: the musical "Flowers" by Lindsay Kemp (David Bowie's 
mime teacher), based on Jean Genet's Our Lady of the Flowers, and a sex- 
ually ambiguous, all-male version of Shakespeare's As You Like It. 

The second item consisted of arrangements for obtaining the major 
motion picture "A Very Natural Thing". Details are enclosed on flyer, 
and we urge you to see this film and BRING FRIENDS. Because of our 
necessarily limited advertising, word-of-mouth is the only way to in- 
Sure success and avoid any financial loss on the part of the group 
(expenses are heavy, but we hope to still make a small profit). TALK 
IT UP!!! The film concerns the coming-out of a young man (Robert Joel) 
whose first love affair ends in a stereo-typed, bitchy break-up, but 
who subsequently finds a lover (Bo White) who represents the new, 1lib- 
erated gay. Greenwich Village provides the background, with actual 
documentary footage of Christopher St. Marches worked into the script. 
It's no porno-flick, but earned an "R" rating with its nudity, sex, and 
undoubtedly just because of its subject matter. Although major critics 
found it too pedantic, gay publications have uniformly praised the film 
as a breakthrough and promise of better films to come. 





Culture Note: On October 18 the Metropolitan Opera presents the Ameri- 
can premiere of Benjamin Britten's opera Death in Venice. Based on 
Thomas Mann's brilliant and famous novella, it concerns the physical and 
spiritual decay of an aging German writer who falls in love with a 
beautiful Polish boy on a holiday in plague-ridden Venice. Peter Pears, 
famous tenor long associated with Britten's work (and also Britten's 
lover of many years), sings the writer Aschenbach, and John Shirley-Quirk 
sings the remaining roles. The Polish youth Tadzio is a mute ballet 


role (choreography by Sir Frederick Ashton). See the Sunday N.¥. Times 
for dates and details. 


